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Golden Horseshoe and Lincoln Cup
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Rose blossoms on Exmoor
Alison House (Aberllwyd Briar 

Rose) leads Lesley Dore (Firebird). 
Both riders won silver awards in the 
main class, as did Helen McFarland

Barbara Cucchi and Bright Chance, 
fastest in the Exmoor Experience ride

The long winter 
made it diffi cult for 
riders to prepare 
horses in time
Barbara Wigley, ride organiser, explains the 
lack of gold awards in the big class this year

For the latest endurance news visit

horseandhound.co.uk

ROUND-UP

By Kirstie Graham
BERNARD MANSELL and Dalayil 
triumphed in their fi rst ever 
endurance ride (ER), while 
Cheryl Wallace’s 20-year-old 
Wrightfi eld Omar claimed the 
veteran trophy in their 11th 
endurance season at the 80km 
Lincoln Cup ER on 16 May.

The 80km ER, incorporating 
the veteran horse trophy for 
horses aged 16 and over, 
attracted 24 entries, including 17 
from Sheikh Mohammed’s 
endurance stables. These added 
an international fl avour, riding in 
a long string and retiring at the 
second vetgate, as they were just 
using the grassy, sandy, forestry 
tracks around Bridgham, 
Norwich, as training for future 
international competition. 

The veteran winner, Crabbet 
Arab gelding Wrightfi eld Omar, 
started competitive rides in 1995 
and did his fi rst ER in 1999.  

“People tell me, ‘He must know 
what he is doing by now’, but that 

Cheryl Wallace’s Wrightfi eld Omar, 
20, takes the veteran horse trophy

Results

LINCOLN RIDE
 Lincoln Cup 80km ER. — 1, Dalayil (B 
Mansell) 15.05; 2, Li Yang Du Griffoul (A 
Tennant) 14.59; 3, Indika (N Gilbert) 14.08. 
 veteran horse 80km ER. — 1, Wrightfi eld 
Omar (C Wallace) 14.63.

is not always a good thing,” said 
Cheryl, who attributes Omar’s 
longevity in part to co-operating 
only on routes he enjoys. 

Cheryl had travelled 400 miles 
from Ayrshire for the sort of 
route that suits him perfectly.  

“He won’t go if he doesn’t like 
the going,” she explained. “We 
train on the beach and Omar 
likes hard, fl at and sandy tracks.”

Wonky-legged gift horse wins
NORFOLK-based Bernard 
Mansell’s 11-year-old Dalayil 
(“Kasino”) was gifted to him 
from the nearby Shadwell Stud 
as a foal. By the successful Arab 
racehorse Bengali D’Abret, she 
was bred to race. However, a 
boxed hoof and twisted front leg 
meant she was unlikely to stay 
sound, let alone compete.

Business development 
manager Bernard said: “My 
farrier calls her the ‘wonky 
donkey’, but he has done an 
amazing job and she has never 
had a day’s lameness.

“She came to me as a yearling 
and I backed and brought her on 
myself. She has the heart of a lion.

 “I rode with the Sheikh’s string 
for the fi rst two loops. They were 
very polite and helped me keep a 
steady pace.  When they retired 
we set out on the last loop alone, 
with Kasino still full of running.”

Second place went to young 
rider Alex Tennant on Li Yang Du 
Griffoul, recently bought from 
Chris Yeoman. H&H

Bernard Mansell 
wins  the 80km ER on 

Dalayil, who was given 
to him because of her 

boxed hoof and 
twisted front leg 

GOLDEN HORSESHOE, 
EXMOOR
16-18 May

By Elizabeth Peplow

ALISON HOUSE followed in the 
footsteps of fellow Somerset-
based rider David Yeoman, last 
year’s Exmoor success story, to 
take top honours in the showpiece 
160km (100 mile) Golden 
Horseshoe endurance event.

Riding her diminutive 14.2hh 
grey mare Aberllwyd Briar Rose, 
Alison, who trains over the 
Mendips, clocked up the top 
speed of 11.6kph to take one of 
only three silver awards and both 
the 100 Mile and Challenge Cups. 

Alison had stiff competition 
from another south-west rider, 
Lesley Dore, from Newton Abbot 
in Devon, who enjoyed a superb 
two days of competition with her 
Arab gelding Firebird to claim a 
silver award at a speed of 11.4kph. 
Lesley brought Firebird home on 
the lowest pulse at the fi nal 
vetting, earning the coveted 
Premier Award and a stash of 
silverware including the Saxon 
and Showgirl trophies. 

Helen McFarland made the trip 
from Northern Ireland worthwhile 
to take the third silver with the 
evergreen J St Jake also 
completing the ride at 11.4kph.

All three of the silver award 
winners had been on gold times 
with speeds of over 12kph at the 
close of day one. 

Organiser Barbara Wigley said: 
“It was a good completion rate 
although the golds were not there. 
The hot weather was a challenge 
and I think several riders opted to 
take things more steadily on day 
two. The other factor was that the 
long winter made it diffi cult for 
riders to prepare horses in time.”

Nikki Routledge (CA Shia 
Merishia) and Jill Semmens 
(Evermore Exciting) got bronze 
awards and there were worthy 
completions for Angela Osborne 
(Wickham’s Just Distinct) and 
Linda Kidd (CA Daisha).

Alison, who completed with a 
bronze award with Aberllwyd Briar 
Rose last year, said: “She may be 
small, but she is gutsy and keeps 
going. After a good start, I was 
keen to fi nish rather than push her 
and risk a high pulse.”

Lesley Dore said of her spotty 
chestnut Firebird:  “I’m so proud of 
him. In some places the ground 
was very sticky, but he’s a 
determined character and there is 
no bigger test of that than here.”

Big names fade out
AN infl uential fi rst day had put 
paid to the hopes of a third of the 
fi eld. Underlining the toughness 
of the challenge, all of the early 
exits were by the big names in the 
sport — Candy Cameron 

(Rumeleto) and Jill Thomas 
(Pompei) both multiple gold award 
winners, were eliminated through 
lameness at the halfway stage. Jo 
Chisholm and Kirsty Wiscombe 
opted to retire Grey Medlar and 
Eskar at the fi nal vetting on day 
one, with Abigail Taylor’s Delorto 
Zaranz going out on pulse.

After a deluge on the Sunday, 
the main classes were held in the 
sun with rising temperatures 
giving riders and crews plenty to 
contend with to keep pulses down 
at the vetgates. Conditions 

underfoot were mixed — dry and 
fi rm in some places, but wet and 
slightly boggy over the moor.

The new route, devised by 
Barbara Wigley and her organising 
committee, was a superb mix of 
woodland paths, grassy fi elds and 
open moorland. 

Starting from the Exford 
showground fi eld near Comers 
Gate, the course comprised a long 
loop to the halfway point at 
Malmsmead — back as a vetgate 
for the fi rst time in some years.

Barbara said: “The new route 
was a success. It had to be very 
well marked in places because we 
took riders completely off tracks, 
but we were pleased to be able to 
give the Exmoor Experience class 
a true taste of the moor.”

Exmoor Experience popular
DISAPPOINTINGLY, the Exmoor 
Stag, 120km (75 miles) over two 
days, attracted  just two starters. 
Both competitors — Heather 
Whiteley (More Confusion) and 
Carol Jones (Ptolemaeus) — were 
eliminated with high pulse rates at 
the end of day one.

In the Exmoor Eighty, the 
one-day 80km (50 miles) class, 
Caroline Edwards, Anthony 
Sargent and Donna Taylor all won 
silver awards.

The growth of the two-day 
Exmoor Experience, the 80km 
class, is the story of the modern 
Golden Horseshoe ride, again 
attracting more than 50 
competitors, including top names 
as well as newcomers to Exmoor. 
There were a glut of golds with 10 
in all led by Barbara Cucchi (Bright 
Chance), with an impressive 
average speed of 13.1kph.

The media class was a popular 
new innovation this year and it had 
a competitive edge with journalists 
from several publications taking 
part in the 40km contest led by 
members of the elite squad. H&H 
editor Lucy Higginson collected a 
gold award. H&H
➤ Read about Lucy’s experience 
at www.horseandhound.co.uk/
goldenhorseshoe.

Results

 Exmoor Golden Horseshoe: 160km two-
day. — silver awards: Aberllwyd Briar Rose 
(A House) 11.6; J St Jake (H McFarland) 11.4; 
Firebird (L Dore) 11.4. Bronze awards: Evermore 
Exciting (J Semmens) 10.7; CA Shia Merishia 
(N Routledge) 10. Completion: CA Daisha (L 
Kidd) 10; Wickham’s Just Distinct (A Osborne) 
9.9.  Exmoor Experience: 80km two-day. — 
gold awards: Bright Chance (B Cucchi) 13.1; 
Vlacq Diamond Sparkle (T Hirst) 12.5; Bakst 
(A Brown) 12.5; Saintwestwell Silver Mask 
(R Davison) 12.5; Mazri (C Yeoman) 12.5; 

Mellway Indian Duke (R Crook) 12.4; Tigre (J 
Hudson) 12.4; HS Exile (J Baynes) 12.3; Coco 
Ibn Chanel (D Turner-Irwin) 12.2; Lynvale 
Myway (F Turley) 12.1.  Exmoor Eighty: 80km 
one-day. — silver awards: Oakways Patchwork 
Girl (C Edwards) 11.2; Sky Indigo (D Taylor) 
10.9; Pachino Dynasty (A Sargent) 10.0.  media 
class: 40km one-day. — gold awards: Princess 
Sahhara (F Price) 12.6; Fantom (A Joppe) 12.6; 
Dancing Ruzala (K Jones) 12.2; Mellow Jazz 
(L Higginson) 12.2; Bletsoe Royal Marie (N 
Moffatt) 12.1; Midnight Mischief (C Thomas).
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